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Staying Connected No.10,2023 

Hello Everyone, 

I write in a spirit of gratitude as we have much to celebrate as we move further into our term. 

Last night (Wednesday 2 August) … a number of our children in Years 5 and 6 performed in 

Wakakirri; a Performing Arts Showcase for primary aged students. This performance was held at 

The Clocktower in Moonee Ponds.  

This year we reintroduced Performing Arts at SMMPS with the endorsement of our School 

Advisory Council. Mrs. Laura Kandzidis, our Performing Arts teacher is doing a marvellous job in 

developing the children’s confidence and promoting their engagement as they learn to take 

on a character and act the character out in front of their peers and now in a national 

http://www.mmkeilordowns.catholic.edu.au/
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A big congratulations to (Mia Mitrevski 6Y, Tia Naumovski 6B and Emily De Vellis 5R) who were 

outstanding 
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Shade Sail. During COVID, the State Government granted many schools $25,000 to construct 

shade sails in their school yards under the Victorian Government School Shade Sail Fund. You 

can imagine demand and supply become an issue. However, more than twelve months later, 

our turn has come, and our shade sail is finally being installed. You will notice it being erected 

between John Paul 11 and Penola, giving the children in Years 5 and 6, an excellent outdoor 

learning space and also providing additional shade space during recesses. We are grateful to 

the Victorian State Government for this grant.  

We do have much to celebrate! 

My concern is to ensure ongoing school improvement.  

 

I firmly believe, backed by research; if you provide an attractive learning environment, children 

will be proud of their school and more engaged, which ultimately will lead to higher student 

outcomes. And that is what we are here for; to ensure the children succeed and believe in 

themselves as learners.  

On a personal note; I am very excited to welcome my fourth grandchild, Henry Mac Nave, 

who was born to my daughter Sarah and her partner Chris, on 17 July 2023. I take great pride in 

watching my family grow and I am grateful to God for his blessings. 

Continue to have a wonderful term everyone! 

Go well, 

 

Anthony McCluskey 

Principal 
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Principal Awards 
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Readorama Results 

I want to extend a very big thank you to all class teachers, parents and most importantly the students who 

have read so much over the Readorama period. 

The idea behind Readorama is to build Book Love and our reading stamina.  

Reading for 20 minutes outside of school time, results in better learning outcomes across the entire 

curriculum, according to research. Students need to be able to read to access all subject areas. This 

experience and confidence sets them up for success.  

We have seen a significant increase in the amount of reading done by students compared to last year, which 

is wonderful. 

Congratulations to the following classes:   

Prep Blue 

Year 1 Blue 

Year 2 Yellow 

Year 3 Yellow 

Year 4 Blue 

Year 5 Red 

Year 6 Red 

For reading most for their year level.   

In Prep/1/2- 

Readers read 9,000 books collectively! 

In Years 3/4/5/6- 

Readers read 500.000 pages collectively! 

In the words of Dr Seuss: 

The more that you read, the more you will know.  

The more that you read, the more places you’ll go! Thank you and well done everyone! 
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SMMPS Upcoming Events….. 

Term 3: 10 July-15 September 2023 

Tuesday 8 August 

St Mary MacKillop Feast Day 

Whole School Mass @ 12pm 

Tuesday 15 August 

Feast of the Assumption 

Monday 21 August 

Book Week Parade 

Monday 28 August to Friday 1 September 

Book Fair 

Thursday 31 August and Friday 1 September 

Father’s Day Stall 

Friday 1 September 

Father’s Day Breakfast-details soon 

Friday 15 September 

End of Term 2-Students finish at 1.00pm 

 

                Term 4: 02 October-15 December 2023 

 


